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HONORING TREVER AUBRIA “T.A.”
CARTER, JR.

HON. H. MORGAN GRIFFITH

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 6, 2021

Mr. GRIFFITH. Madam Speaker, | rise in
honor of Trever Aubria “T.A.” Carter, Jr., who
passed away on December 27, 2020 at the
age of 93. T.A. was a veteran, architect, and
philanthropist in Virginia’s Roanoke Valley.

T.A. was born on December 20, 1927 to
Trever Aubria Carter, Sr. and Pernell Jackson
Carter Smith. He graduated from Jefferson
High School. After serving in the United States
Navy at the end of World War II, he earned a
degree in architecture from Virginia Tech.

The properties T.A. helped develop dot the
landscape of western Virginia. He launched
the Double T Corporation with T.D. Steele and
also worked in partnerships with other busi-
nessmen. Among the locations T.A. helped
develop were Crossroads Mall, the first en-
closed shopping mall in Virginia, and
Tanglewood Mall in Roanoke, University Mall
in Blacksburg, Hunting Hills Country Club,
properties for the Marriott hotel chain in Roa-
noke and Blacksburg, and residential neigh-
borhoods including the Stonegate neighbor-
hood and the Stonegate Swim Club. He was
a hands-on developer who visited his projects
every day they were under development.

T.A. contributed to the architecture of west-
ern Virginia but he contributed in other ways.
He advocated for Explore Park in Roanoke
and Bedford Counties. As a devotee of his
alma mater, Virginia Tech, he established the
T.A. Carter Professorship in the College of Ar-
chitecture, and he supported Roanoke College
in Salem as well. T.A. also belonged to the
Salem Rotary for many years.

T.A. was known for his kind and charitable
nature, taking an interest in the people of his
community and his profession and supporting
their endeavors. | was a recipient of his gen-
erosity. The Stonegate Swim Club which he
built and owned had an initiation fee and a
membership fee, but he let a single-parent
schoolteacher in the area pay the fees in in-
stallments for her children so they could use
the facility. As one of those children, | enjoyed
the opportunity to swim and took it up as a
lifelong hobby. | am a member of that swim
club to this day.

T.A. is survived by his wife of 71 years, Jea-
nette Watson Carter; his daughter, Treva Jean
Carter and fiancé Alan; his son, Edward Paul
Carter and wife Juliette; his granddaughter,
Amber Miller Mason; grandsons Jeremy Wyatt
Carter and wife Kel and Benjamin Gerald Car-
ter and wife Melissa, and great-grandchildren
Maggie, Carter, Wyatt, and Millie. | wish to
offer my condolences on the loss of T.A., who
did so much for the development and support
of the Roanoke Valley.

————
CONGRATULATING STATE SEN-
ATOR MIKE FOOTE ON HIS RE-
TIREMENT

HON. JOE NEGUSE

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, January 6, 2021

Mr. NEGUSE. Madam Speaker, today |
want to honor an extraordinary leader and col-
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league of mine who has worked tirelessly for
his constituents, Colorado State Senator Mike
Foote. After serving 5 years in the Colorado
House of Representatives, Senator Foote then
served an additional two years as State Sen-
ator for District 17 in the Colorado Senate.

The time and effort Senator Foote put into
representing his community is a testament to
his ability and dedication to his constituency.
Senator Foote worked hard to generate bipar-
tisan agreements on legislation, putting his
constituents above politics. He worked tire-
lessly to represent the values of his constitu-
ents, especially as a leader in critical efforts to
fight climate change and preserve our environ-
ment for generations to come.

During the COVID-19 pandemic, he au-
thored legislation that was signed into law to
protect consumers from price gouging and
other deceptive business practices, and he
has long worked to protect consumers all
across Colorado.

Senator Foote has been a dedicated public
servant to the people of Boulder County for
many years, and he has made a tremendous
impact on his community. | am grateful for his
work, and | am sure that he will leave a lasting
legacy in our great state. | thank him for his
service and contributions to the state of Colo-
rado and wish him a restful and well-deserved
retirement from public service.

————

SUPPORTING THE ELECTORAL
COLLEGE OBJECTIONS IN THE
STATE OF PENNSYLVANIA

HON. JOHN W. ROSE

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 6, 2021

Mr. ROSE. Madam Speaker, | rise in sup-
port of the objection to counting the electoral
votes from Pennsylvania.

Violence today did not prevail. We are back
in this chamber, carrying out our constitutional
duty by holding this debate and eventually
moving forward with our American tradition of
a peaceful transfer of power. | want to echo
the Majority Leader’s statements tonight that
we need to act as Americans, as “we the peo-
ple,” and that is what | am doing—fighting to
ensure the election integrity of this nation so
that all Americans can have trust in the proc-
ess that defines us. | am fighting today to pre-
serve our democratic republic through a
thoughtful debate on the obvious flaws of the
2020 election process.

While our actions today may not reverse the
blatant failure of some states to properly vet
the votes, this is an important venue to dis-
cuss the concerns of the many people who
are dissatisfied with the 2020 election process.

Serious irregularities and improprieties in
several states raise legitimate concerns about
the election administration in those states.
These documented irregularities were then
under reported or ignored altogether by the
media.

Although states have long been empowered
to administer their elections, when a state or
states blatantly fail to a provide a trustworthy
process, those states should expect calls for
accountability and transparency from citizens,
officials, and states nationwide.

This 2020 presidential election has shone a
bright light on the fact that states need to step
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up and properly reform their election proc-
esses, where needed, to deliver trustworthy
results for all Americans.

Madam speaker, | urge my colleagues today
to support this objection and to join me in the
fight for election integrity.

DEFENDING OUR DEMOCRACY
HON. MIKE LEVIN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 6, 2021

Mr. LEVIN of California. Madam Speaker,
for the first time since 1814, the United States
Capitol Building was breached by an angry
mob. More than 200 years ago, it was British
troops. This time it was domestic terrorists, in-
spired and encouraged by President Donald
Trump.

| started the day prepared to uphold my
oath of office—an oath | took this past Sunday
at the launch of the 117th Congress to “sup-
port and defend the Constitution of the United
States against all enemies, foreign and do-
mestic.”

| planned to uphold that oath by voting to
certify the results of the Electoral College, and
we are getting back to our work and certifying
Joe Biden and KAMALA HARRIS as our next
President and Vice President. We will do that
work thanks to the efforts and bravery of the
Capitol Police and other law enforcement
agencies who have intervened. While there
will be many questions about how this security
breach occurred, | am incredibly grateful for
the men and women who risked their lives to
keep us safe today.

As for the domestic terrorists who sought to
overthrow our democracy, they must be pros-
ecuted. Their leader must be removed from of-
fice as soon as possible and their enablers in
Congress must be held responsible for their
role in this catastrophe.

Despite 81 million votes for President-elect
Joe Biden and Vice President-elect KAMALA
HARRIS, multiple recounts, and more than 60
failed lawsuits challenging the election results,
many of my Republican colleagues followed
Trump’s lead and pushed outlandish con-
spiracy theories and baseless claims of voter
fraud without any evidence, entirely void of re-
ality.

Many Congressional Republicans are seek-
ing to overturn the results of a free and fair
election because they don’t like the results.
They didn’t realize—or didn’t care—that their
actions could result in a violent coup attempt.
That’s exactly what happened today.

The question now is a vital one: where does
our country go from here?

For many decades, we have had passionate
but peaceful political disagreements—a shin-
ing beacon of democracy. We Americans do
not support insurrection or mob rule. In short,
we are so much better than this.

We are now at a crossroads in our great na-
tion’s history, a moment where we see two di-
vergent paths in front of us. We can continue
down a path of hyper-partisanship, divisive-
ness, and democratic decay, or we can try to
heal our country. We can come together to re-
ject the violence we saw today and recommit
to upholding the values that unite us as Ameri-
cans: democracy, justice, and equality. It is
paramount that we choose the right path.
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| hope my colleagues who insist on con-
tinuing this charade, understand that their ac-
tions will be remembered as among the most
shameful in our nation’s history. Generations
of Americans to come will learn of their at-
tempt to undermine the democratic institutions
our country was founded upon.

To those other colleagues—Republicans
and Democrats alike—who will uphold their
oath of office and help lead us down a better
path, | thank them for defending our democ-
racy. Our Constitution must never be taken for
granted. We must continue to support and de-
fend it every day, as our oath demands. | am
proud to serve alongside them, and | look for-
ward to addressing our nation’s greatest chal-
lenges with them in the months and years
ahead.

———

ELECTORAL COLLEGE CONTEST
HON. BRENDAN F. BOYLE

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 6, 2021

Mr. BRENDAN F. BOYLE of Pennsylvania.
Madam Speaker, today we will not pick the
next president. For the people did that on No-
vember 3rd. Rather, today, in this House, we
will decide whether American democracy sur-
vives.

Let us be under no illusion. These are the
stakes.

If this objection succeeds, and the will of 7
million Pennsylvania voters is cast aside, it will
end our representative democracy.

There is no reasonable debate about what
happened in this election in Pennsylvania.

Almost 7 million Pennsylvanians voted.

Joe Biden won by over 80,000 votes.

This was certified by bipartisan local elected
officials, including Republican officials;

And every single court, whether the judge is
a Democrat or Republican, has reaffirmed the
outcome.

Now, the objectors claim we do not know
the will of the people because the election in
Pennsylvania was somehow conducted cor-
ruptly. Much of their objection centers around
the state law passed in 2019, known as Act
77, that gives voters the option of expanded
mail-in voting. Objectors are alleging this law
was somehow a plot by Democrats to dis-
advantage Republicans and rig elections. This
is false.

Here are the facts:

Act 77 was a Republican-led effort in the
Republican-controlled legislature.

Literally every single Republican
Pennsylvania Senate voted for it.

In the state House, 105 Republicans voted
for it; and only 2 voted against it.

Here is what the Republican Speaker of the
Pennsylvania House said about Act 77:

““This bill does not benefit one party or the
other, or any one candidate or single elec-
tion. It was developed over a multi-year pe-
riod, with input from people of different
backgrounds and regions of Pennsylvania. It
serves to preserve the integrity of every elec-
tion and lift the voice of every voter in the
Commonwealth.”

There is no question as to the facts sur-
rounding this election. They are as clear as
they are overwhelming. The only question that
remains is this: will this House reaffirm our fi-
delity to our democracy, or will we end it?

in the
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| must concede, Madam Speaker, | have
been naive about one subject. | always just
assumed our democracy would naturally en-
dure. | never even questioned it until the last
several years.

Two centuries ago, one of our Founding Fa-
thers, cautioned against this. John Adams
wrote, “Remember democracy never lasts
long. It soon wastes, exhausts, and murders
itself. There never was a democracy yet that
did not commit suicide.”

I now realize the wisdom of his words.
Never again, will | take for granted our democ-
racy. It must be defended by every generation.
Always.

But despite the alarm | feel that our democ-
racy has been brought to this breaking point,
| still maintain hope.

Growing up in Philadelphia, and raised in an
immigrant family, | was often brought down to
tour the historic sites. Every summer, without
fail, we would spend a day seeing Independ-
ence Hall, Congress Hall, the Liberty Bell . . .

It was at Independence Hall, where our na-
tion was declared free and our Constitution
born. At the Constitutional Convention, the
oldest and the most widely accomplished dele-
gate was Benjamin Franklin, one of our great-
est Founding Fathers, and my city’s greatest
citizen. Physically feeble, he rarely spoke
throughout the Convention. In a notable ad-
dress toward the close of the Convention, he
gently urged dissenting delegates to put aside
their legitimate criticisms and unite to adopt
our Constitution.

On the final day, as the last delegates were
signing the document, Franklin pointed toward
the sun on the back of the Convention presi-
dent’'s chair. Observing that painters had
found it difficult to distinguish between a rising
sun from a setting sun, Franklin went on to
say:

“I have often . . . in the course of the ses-
sion . . . looked at that sun behind the Presi-
dent without being able to tell whether it
was rising or setting. But now at length I
have the happiness to know it is a rising and
not a setting sun.”

Madam Speaker, on a day like today, when
a mob has stormed the Capitol and some
Members are threatening the core of our de-
mocracy, it can be hard to tell whether, for
American democracy, the sun is rising or set-
ting. But | maintain my faith, that with an over-
whelming bipartisan majority in Congress, we
will uphold the will of the people and our de-
mocracy will live.

———————

CITIZEN'S COMMITTEE FOR ELEC-
TION INTEGRITY’S FINDINGS ON
FREE AND FAIR ELECTIONS

HON. RUSS FULCHER

OF IDAHO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 6, 2021

Mr. FULCHER. Madam Speaker, election
law and regulations must be developed and
administered at the state and local level. To
that end, | believe criteria and engagement
from all Idahoans must be included in this de-
bate and want to enter the Committee’s rec-
ommendations into Congress’ current debate
on free and fair elections.

The Citizen’s Committee for Election In-
tegrity’s findings and recommendations:

E17

All political power rests with the people.

Our Constitutionally guaranteed Repub-
lican form of government relies on free, fair,
and honest elections to select our represent-
atives and leaders.

To ensure equal protection and equal rep-
resentation of the people, laws governing our
elections must meet certain minimum stand-
ards.

It is the purpose of this Citizens Com-
mittee to concisely articulate the minimum
standards for free, fair, and honest elections.
These standards shall then be used by our
local, state and federal legislators as a met-
ric for reviewing and revising election law to
ensure free, fair, and honest elections where
the outcome is accepted by all citizens of
good will.

Minimum Standards for Fair and Honest
Elections

Our Constitutionally guaranteed repub-
lican form of government relies on free, fair,
and honest elections to select our represent-
atives and leaders. The standards listed here
shall be used by our local, state, and federal
legislators as a metric for reviewing and re-
vising election law to ensure free, fair, and
honest elections where the outcome is ac-
cepted by all citizens of good will.

All voting processes, other than those
needed to preserve the privacy of a citizen’s
vote, must be open and available for direct
observation, with no minimum distance re-
quirements, and audit by agents of the can-
didates or parties.

All election materials must have a secure
chain of custody at all times. Election offi-
cials must be accompanied by observers
when accessing any election materials.
Records of the chain of custody shall be com-
plete and available for audit.

All votes, regardless of voting method,
shall be held to equal standards.

Voters shall only be qualified electors that
are able to verifiably provide their govern-
ment issued photo identity before being
issued a ballot. Voters who provide false in-
formation, including information of voter
qualification, should face severe penalties.

As a condition of being issued a ballot, the
voter’s identity and signature must be re-
corded in a permanent record (Poll Book).

Original Ballots must have a physical form
that allows voting choices to be examined
and properly interpreted by the naked eye.

Ballots must have features designed to pre-
vent counterfeiting.

An auditable system for tracking the sta-
tus of all ballots must be implemented and
maintained in the State of origin. The total
number of printed ballots must equal the
sum of the number of cast ballots, spoiled
ballots, and unvoted ballots.

Ballot tabulation must be conducted by
two independent and unrelated systems. The
difference in totals between the two systems
must be less than one half the margin of vic-
tory or 0.1% of the vote total, whichever is
less. Tabulating machines must only tab-
ulate and not modify ballots in any way, or
be connected to the internet.

Before the results of an election can be cer-
tified, the ballot counts must be reconciled
with the voter records. The margin of uncer-
tainty must be less than one half the margin
of victory or 0.1% of the vote total, which-
ever is less.

Lists of qualified electors must be purged
of unqualified persons 180 days before an
election. Voter Rolls should be vetted and
compared with available government records
to identify duplicate or Ineligible registra-
tions.

Laws and regulations governing an elec-
tion may not be changed for 180 days prior to
that election.

All election records should be retained and
preserved for not less than 22 months.
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